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TMOD Talking Points on Tobacco 21 

Tobacco, Marijuana, and Other Drugs (TMOD) is a work group of the Healthy King County Coalition (HKCC) and represents community based 
nonprofit and public organizations that collaborate to research, build community awareness, and reduce the impact of 
tobacco, marijuana, and other drugs.  Our position on the proposed Tobacco 21 legislation in the State of Washington is summarized in four 
points: 

1. We view youth tobacco use as a public health issue and have concerns that current “youth prevention” tactics in Washington State 
are more focused on punitive measures than public health solutions. We will advocate raising the age of tobacco use to 21 once Washington 
State law removes all civil penalties for possession of tobacco for anyone under the legal age of tobacco use. 

2. We have concerns that a law enforcement approach to reducing underage tobacco use will negatively impact marginalized and over-
policed communities. We will advocate raising the age of tobacco use to 21 provided that the State of Washington adopts legislation ensuring 
that law enforcement/peace officers will not have the power to detain or question individuals with tobacco or suspected of having tobacco 
because they appear to be under the age of 21. 

3. Implementing Tobacco 21 without providing public health and nonprofit organizations with adequate funding for necessary 
programs is problematic. We will advocate raising the age of tobacco use to 21 after the State of Washington allocates adequate funding 
for prevention education and cessation programs and provides a 12 month education period before the law goes into effect.  

4.  We support health initiatives that utilize a health equity lens. We will advocate for legislation raising the age of tobacco use to 21 
provided that the legislation incorporates a health equity framework. Public policy incorporating a health equity framework should provide 
unbiased and evidence based outcomes which indicates that implementation of the policy will improve the health of marginalized 
communities. Evidence based outcomes must be peer reviewed studies that are not underwritten by funding from the tobacco industry.  

For more information contact Ben Yisrael at benyisrael13@gmail.com 


